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MONTHLY NOTICES 

OF THE 

EOYAL ASTKONOMICAL SOCIETY. 


Vol. LI. March 13, 1891. No. 5 


Lieut.-General J. F. Tennant, R.E., C.I.E., F.R.S., President, 

in the Chair. 

Thomas Richard Clapham, Austwick Hall, Clapham, Lan¬ 
caster ; and 

Arthur Kennedy, i Clement’s Inn, W.C.; and Ashtead, near 
Epsom, Surrey, 

were balloted for and duly elected Fellows of the Society. 

The following candidates were proposed for election as 
Fellows of the Society, the names of the proposers from personal 
knowledge being appended :— 

Alfred Henry Fison, D.Sc., Assistant Professor of Physics, 
University College, London (proposed by F. W. 
Levander) ; 

Thomas Gordon, F.R.Met.Soc., Ironmonger, 9 Scotch Street, 
Whitehaven (proposed by Sir R. S. Ball) ; 

George E. Hale, B.Sc., 4545 Drexel Boulevard, Chicago, 
U.S.A. (proposed by S. W. Burnham). 


One hundred and nine presents were announced as having 
been received since the last meeting, including among others:— 
S. Newcomb, Discussion of Observations of the Transits of 
Venus, 1761 and 1769, and G. W. Hill, New Theory of Jujpiter 
and Saturn , presented by the American Nautical Almanac Office ; 
Catalog der Astronomischen Gesellschaft, zone +65° bis +70° 
(Christiania), presented by the Society ; E. Weiss, Katalog der 
Argelander’schen Zonen, —15 0 bis — 31°, presented by Professor 
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278 Royal Observatory, Greenwich, Preparations for Li. 5, 

Weiss; J. E. Gore, Catalogue of Binary Stars for winch Orbits 
have been Computed, presented by the Author; Madras Obser¬ 
vatory, Meridian Observations made in the years 1868-70, 
presented by the Observatory; W. T. Lynn, Celestial Motions, 
7th edition, presented by the Author ; Boyal Observatory, Edin¬ 
burgh, Catalogue of the Crawford Library, presented by the 
Observatory; L. Becker, The Solar Spectrum at Medium and 
Low Altitudes, presented by the Author ; O. Callandreau, Etude 
sur la theorie des Cometes periodiques, presented by the 
Author; B. Wolf, Handbuch der Astronomie, Band I., Theil II., 
presented by the Author ; 17 original negatives of Jupiter, made 
with the 36-inch Equatoreal of the Lick Observatory, presented 
by Professor Holden; Comparative Photographs of High and 
Low Sun Spectra, presented by Mr. F. McClean; Stand for 
Lantern at evening meetings, presented by Mr. W. Schooling; 
Oxygen bottle, presented by Mr. E. Bistori. 


Notes on the Preparations for the Worh of the Astrophotographic 
Chart at the Royal Observatory, Greenwich . 

( Communicated by the Astronomer 'Royal.') 

I. The Catalogue of Guiding Stars. 

The resolutions of the Permanent Committee relating to 
guiding stars are as follows :— 

11. On prendra comme etoile-guide une belle etoile du 
champ, dont la position soit connue a 5" pres. 

12. Une Commission de cinq membres (MM. Bakhuyzen, 
Christie, Gill, Kapteyn, Loewy) est nommee dans le but: 

1. De determiner les positions des centres de toutes les 
plaques pour l’equinoxe de 1900. 

2. De choisir les etoiles-guides et d’assurer leur reduction. 

The positions of the centres of the plates decided on by this 
Commission were published in the fifth number of the Bulletin 
in a paper by W. H. M. Christie. The centres are all at whole 
minutes of B.A. and whole degrees of declination for the 
equinox of 1900. The distances in B.A. between centres in the 
same zone vary from 8 minutes at the Equator to 3 hours at 
declination -fi 89° ; and the centres are so arranged that no star 
is more than 63' from the centre of some plate. 

As regards the second part of the resolution, the work of 
selecting guiding stars has been divided amongst the observa- 
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